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Abstract 
 
Public health measures employed to fight against the spread of SARS need to be 
guided by biomedical knowledge as well as an understanding of the social science 
aspects of the disease.  Using Singapore as a case study, we explore how the state 
constructs the disease and implements measures targeted at creating a ring of 
defense around the island and using surveillance to monitor and prevent its spread.  
While there is support, there is also resentment among some Singaporeans who 
complain that their right to privacy has been invaded and that over surveillance may 
have actually occurred.  Marginalisation and discrimination have not only affected the 
local population but in this open economy which is striving to achieve global city 
status, businesses, tourism, foreign talent, foreign contract workers and foreign 
students studying in Singapore have also been negatively affected.  While Singapore 
has been applauded by WHO and used as an example of quick and effective 
response, a holistic approach to the management of infectious disease must address 
the social implications of strategies that are drawn from medical knowledge alone 
because it impinges on the social lives of people and how people interact with each 
other under stressful circumstances. 
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