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The rapid ageing of populations in Asia presents a unique circumstance which has not been experienced before.  The very rapid declines in fertility and in mortality, particularly in infancy, are responsible for population ageing.  Furthermore, rapid urbanisation with migration of younger people is creating an increased rate of ageing in rural areas of many low to middle income countries.  The issues involved are as follows:

· Possible increased burdens of chronic disease

· Appropriate and affordable health care and social support 

· Inter-generational transfers of resources

· Pensions and income security for older people 

· Urbanisation and modernisation: older people left behind?

· Maintaining extended family lifestyles

· The childless older people
